REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

November 28th, 2007

The regular meeting of the Perham City Council was called to order by Mayor Keil at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the City Administration Building at 125 Second Avenue NE, Perham, Minnesota, all members of the Council having been duly notified of the meeting and the business to be transacted. Council Members present were Mattfeld, Meehl, Mycke and Keil. City Attorney Happel was present.
Staff present included Interim City Manager/Finance Officer McCall, EDA Director Johnson, Public Works Supervisor Meece and Administrative Assistant Nundahl. Building Official Neisen was also present. 
CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Keil requested all in attendance to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Keil stated due to a lack of a Council quorum, the regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, November 13, 2007, at 7:00 P.M. was rescheduled to this evening.
PUBLIC HEARING/SECOND STREET ASSESSMENTS
Mayor Keil stated Council may wish to hear comments regarding the Second Street Assessments. 

City Engineers Gary Nansen and Jade Berube reviewed the 2nd Street Reconstruction Project. The following items were reviewed: project background, project costs and financing and the assessments. Total costs for the project was $2,184,219 with assessments at $751,053, the County share at $702,963 and the City share at $730,203. Discussion ensued regarding actual front foot costs which are as follows: street at $40, sanitary sewer at $34.11 and water at $35 per front foot. Additional costs were sanitary sewer service at $866.97 and water service at $1,120.98. Streetscapes for benefiting property owners were at $38.08 and for the balance of the Downtown Business District, streetscapes were $21.93.
Finance Officer McCall reviewed the Assessment Deferral Program noting that seniors and totally disabled residents may have their assessments deferred until their property is sold if they qualify. Requirements of the program were reviewed.

The following people appeared before the Council:

Bob Cavanagh representing United Community Bank, PID# 7700099.0147000. It was noted that they did not install pavers and should have received a discount on the streetscapes. Upon review, it was noted they did receive a discount.
Al Bretz, Barber Shop on 2nd Avenue SW, PID#7700099.0097900. This is a 50 foot lot with a 25 foot building and 25 feet of alley. Bretz stated he is being charged the full 50 feet of streetscapes at the higher rate. This item will be reviewed, possibly 25 feet for streetscapes at rate 1 and 25 feet at rate 3.
Al Bretz questioned if he prepaid his assessments, could he receive a two percent discount? Mayor Keil stated unfortunately not, these costs are actual costs which the City has to pay.

Al Bretz also noted that caulking should probably be done between the buildings and the pavers to prevent water entering near the buildings.

Susan Van Watermelon, 244 2nd Street SE, PID#7700099.0160000. It was noted, their assessment was over $10,000 and according to their property tax statement, their house is valued at $51,800. The assessment seems excessive. City Engineer Nansen stated for a total reconstruction, the typical assessment for residential is $10,000 to $13,000. The City does not take into consideration the age or value of the house when determining an individual assessment. It is done strictly on front footage. The Deferred Assessment Program was further discussed. 
Mary Alstadt, 159 2nd Avenue SE, PID#7700099.0057000. It was noted, Ms. Alstadt submitted a letter of protest. The Deferred Assessment Program was discussed again. Ms. Alstadt also noted that two of her trees were cut down last fall. Public Works Supervisor Meece stated that the boulevard trees were dying and due to safety concerns, needed to be removed. The City’s right-of-way was explained noting that the boulevard is actually City property.
Lou Hougland, Enterprise Bulletin stated they had storm water work completed by their building. Jade Berube stated due to the late construction, they will have to wait until the spring to determine if the work completed helps the flooding in this area. If not, they will need to do further work next spring.
Bill Parks complimented the contractors with their excellent work noting there were very few delays and detour signs were located in the right areas. Parks requested the Council send a letter of reprimand to the County because they delayed the project. Parks stated the City would have completed this project several years ago, but the County would not approve it noting the County had funds to pay their portion. Parks questioned how much extra money did the City spent due to the County’s refusal to approve the project? Mayor Keil stated the County did not have the funds until this year. The County also had aid funds cut and had several other projects they also had to put on hold.
No further questions came from the audience.

It was noted; several people contacted the office regarding their assessment notice. The majority of them needed a brief explanation or additional information. The public hearing was closed. 

On a motion by Council Member Mycke, seconded by Council Member Meehl and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council approved Resolution No. 2007 – 58 entitled “Resolution In The Matter Of Adopting The Assessment Roll For The Second Street Reconstruction Project, Perham, Minnesota”. 
CITIZENS CONCERNS
No one from the audience requested time to speak. 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Mayor Keil stated Council Members and Staff may add items to the Agenda which requires Council action. 
On a motion by Council Member Mattfeld, seconded by Council Member Meehl and carried without a dissenting vote, the Agenda was approved as presented.
CONSENT AGENDA
Mayor Keil stated all items listed with an asterisk (*) will be enacted by one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council Member or citizen so requests, in which event, the item will be removed from the general order of business and considered separately in its normal sequence on the agenda. 
On a motion by Council Member Mycke, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council approved the Consent Agenda as presented.
*APPROVAL OF MINUTES
On a motion by Council Member Mycke, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council approved the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Council held on October 8th, and Special Meeting Minutes October 17th, 2007. 
APPROVAL FOR PAYMENT OF CITY CLAIMS 
On a motion by Council Member Meehl, seconded by Council Member Mycke and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council approved the City Payables in the amount of $1,701,965.92.
It was noted, Council authorized the Finance Officer to order additional thermostats and window insulation kits for the Gas Energy Conservation Program.
APPROVAL OF PERHAM AREA COMMUNITY CENTER CLAIMS 
On a motion by Council Member Mycke, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council approved PACC Payables.
COUNTY GIS MAPPING
Mayor Keil stated Council may wish to grant authorization to Otter Tail County to map the City of Perham. It was noted, parcel mapping is estimated to cost $14.00 per parcel with Otter Tail County paying half the cost; the City’s share is estimated at $12,000.

Discussion ensued regarding the need for GIS mapping including emergency response for emergency vehicles, underground utility services and record retention to ensure proper documentation.
On a motion by Council Member Meehl, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council approved GIS Mapping to be completed by Otter Tail County.
DECLARING VACANCY OF A COUNCIL MEMBER POSITION

Mayor Keil stated Council may wish to consider approving a resolution declaring a vacancy within the City Council and reviewing letters of interest submitted by residents. 

On a motion by Council Member Mycke, seconded by Council Member Meehl and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council approved Resolution No. 2007 – 59 entitled “Resolution Declaring A Vacancy Of A Council Member Position, Perham, Minnesota”.
Mayor Keil stated five qualified residents submitted letters regarding their interest in filling the open position. It was noted, two of the interested people, James Rieber and Mike Hamann serve on the School Board and due to State Legislation, and it would be a conflict of interest to serve on both Boards. Discussion ensued regarding the remaining applicants; Fred Lehmkuhl, Bill Parks and James Johnson. Again, it was noted, all three of the individuals are qualified for the position. 
Mayor Keil stated the reason Jerome Boedigheimer became a Council Member was because of James Johnson. In 1990, James was a Council Member and ran for Mayor. James was elected Mayor effective January 1, 1990 which left two years for his Council position. James Johnson appointed Jerome to fill his position. It would be appropriate for James to fill Jerome’s position. A discussion ensued.
On a motion by Council Member Mycke, seconded by Council Member Meehl and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council appointed James Johnson to fill the vacant Council position.

*DESIGNATION OF DEPUTY MAYOR
On a motion by Council Member Mycke, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council designated Council Member Meehl as the Deputy Mayor.
*EXEMPTION FROM TRUTH IN TAXATION PUBLIC HEARING
On a motion by Council Member Mycke, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council canceled the Truth In Taxation Public Hearing scheduled for December 10, 2007.
*ACCEPTANCE OF PERHAM LAKESIDE GOLF CLUB INCOME STATEMENT
On a motion by Council Member Mycke, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council accepted PLGC’s Income Statement. 
*ACCEPTANCE OF PERHAM AREA COMMUNITY CENTER’S FINANCIAL REPORTS  
On a motion by Council Member Mycke, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council accepted PACC’s Financial Reports. 
*ACCEPTANCE OF THE CITY’S FINANCIAL REPORTS
On a motion by Council Member Mycke, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council accepted the following reports: Cash Balance and Investment Summary, Budget Summary – Revenue and Expense, Enterprise Financials and the Utility Aging Report.
*ZONING PORTION OF A.A. WHITE’S ADDITION/NYHUS AUTO SALES
On a motion by Council Member Mycke, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council approved Resolution No. 2007 – 60 entitled “Resolution In The Matter Of Calling For A Hearing For Rezoning And A Conditional Use Permit For The SELY 117 Feet Of Lot 4, Block 7.  A. A. White’s Addition, City Of Perham Minnesota”. 

*ACCEPTANCE OF THE BUILDING PERMIT REPORT 
On a motion by Council Member Mycke, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council accepted the Building Permit Report for October 2007.


*LIQUOR STORE SIGNAGE
On a motion by Council Member Mycke, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council approved the stand alone signage for the future Liquor Store.

EMERGENCY VEHICLE PREEMPTIVE SYSTEMS ON STREET LIGHTS

Mayor Keil stated Council may wish to consider installing Emergency Vehicle Preemptive Systems on the existing street lights. EMS Director Jim Rieber stated for emergency vehicles, most accidents occur at controlled intersections. With the installation of the Emergency Vehicle Preemptive System on street lights, the number of accidents has been greatly reduced. Rieber recommended the City proceed with the audio sensor option. This options senses sirens from any emergency vehicle and will lock the lights for clear passage. 
It was noted, this item was included in the Coney Street Light Project. Estimated costs for the two existing street lights are $20,000 to $25,000. It was noted, since this was not a budgeted item, the matter would be tabled to a later date.
2007 PROJECT UPDATE

Mayor Keil stated the City Engineer would like to update the Council with current projects. 
City Engineer Jade Berube briefly reviewed the following projects: The punch list for the Second Street Reconstruction Project is completed noting they will complete these projects along with cleanup this fall and the balance in the spring weather permitting. It was noted, a 4-way stop sign has been installed at the intersection of 1st Avenue South and 2nd Street. Should this become a traffic concern, the Council has the authority to remove the stop sign at a later date. The Airport Project is complete. The Lift Station Project has experienced delays. At the last meeting, the Council agreed to extend the deadline to December 14th because of a delay in delivery of the pumps. One pump has been received, but not the second pump. The contractor has been informed if the City should incur costs due to the delay in the arrival of the second pump; the Contractor will be responsible for any costs. 
No action taken.
GAS SUPPLY CONTRACT
Mayor Keil stated Council may wish to consider approving the Gas Supply Contract and designating the Mayor and Interim City Manager as authorized representatives. Finance Officer McCall stated eighteen Cities have agreed to enter into a Gas Supply Contract. The contract is not binding until the bonds are sold and a discount in an amount greater than $.50 per MMBTU is confirmed. It was noted, fourteen of the Cities are requesting a twenty-year contract. It was noted the City Attorney has reviewed the contract.
On a motion by Council Member Mycke, seconded by Council Member Meehl and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council designated the Mayor and Interim City Manager as authorized representatives for the Gas Supply Contract and approved Resolution No. 2007 – 63 entitled “Resolution Approving And Authorizing Execution Of A Gas Supply Contract And A Certificate Regarding Qualifying Use, And Authorizing Other Actions With Regard To Purchase Of Long-Term Supply Of Natural Gas Under The Gas Supply Contract”.
*WERNER LEASE

On a motion by Council Member Mycke, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council authorized drafting a lease with Albert/Lisa Werner for rental of the wastewater irrigation sites. 
*JOINT POLICE CHIEF CONTRACT

On a motion by Council Member Mycke, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council approved the termination of the contract with the City of New York Mills to share a Police Chief. 
*2008/2009 LELS CONTRACT

On a motion by Council Member Mycke, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council approved a two year contract with Law Enforcement Labor Services for their union contract with the full-time Police Officers. 
*RENUMBERING STREET NAME/EAST PARK
On a motion by Council Member Mycke, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council approved Resolution No. 2007 – 61 entitled “Resolution In The Matter Of Approving Renumbering The Names Of Streets, East Park Addition, Perham, Minnesota” 
*INFORMATIONAL MEETING/SKATEBOARD PARK
On a motion by Council Member Mycke, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council approved Resolution No. 2007 – 62 entitled “Resolution In The Matter Of Calling For A Public Informational Meeting To Discuss The Proposed Skateboard Park, Perham, Minnesota” 
*AIRPORT FIVE-YEAR CAPITAL OUTLAY PLAN
On a motion by Council Member Mycke, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council approved the Five-Year Capital Outlay Plan for the Perham Municipal Airport. 
*ACCEPTANCE OF THE MONTHLY POLICE REPORT 
On a motion by Council Member Mycke, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council accepted the Monthly Police Report for October 2007.

INFORMATION AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
The next regular Council Meeting is scheduled for Monday, December 10
Christmas Pot Luck Dinner is scheduled for Monday, December 17th at 11:30, City Council Chambers

ADJOURNMENT

On a motion by Council Member Mycke, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the meeting was adjourned at 7:10 pm.

Respectfully submitted by:

Fern Nundahl

Administrative Assistant

