

PERHAM CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
November 9, 2009

The regular meeting of the Perham City Council was called to order by Mayor Keil at 7:00 pm in the Council Chambers of the City Administration Building at 125 Second Avenue NE, Perham, Minnesota, all members of the Council having been duly notified of the meeting and the business to be transacted. Council Members Johnson, Mattfeld, Mycke and Mayor Keil were present. City Attorney Happel was present.

Staff present: City Manager Klemm, Public Works Supervisor Meece, Finance Officer McCall, Police Chief Nelson and Administrative Assistant Nundahl. 

Others present: City Engineer Berube and Building Official Neisen.

CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Keil requested all in attendance to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]PUBLIC HEARING/ASSESSMENTS/2009 STREET IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
Mayor Keil stated the purpose of this hearing is for the street improvements on Third Street Northwest/Sixth Avenue Northwest and on Pinewood Circle. Informational meetings were held for Third Street Northwest and Sixth Avenue Northwest on June 8, 2009 and for Pinewood Circle on July 13, 2009.

Mayor Keil stated the purpose of this assessment hearing is to correct any errors or inequities in the assessments, such as multiplication errors or wrong owner listed. Also, any concern an owner has relating to the assessment procedure well be discussed. This hearing is required under Chapter 429 of the Minnesota Statutes. This assessment hearing is not to discuss whether or not the project should have been constructed or how it was accomplished. At the initial hearing on the proposed improvement, a general description of the work, along with the estimated assessment rates were presented and all affected property owners were given an opportunity to be heard. A subsequent decision was made by the Council to proceed with the improvements. Complaints should be made to the City Manager’s office. Any concern which cannot be satisfied by the City Manager’s office shall be forwarded to the Contractor, Engineer or the City Council, whichever may be the most appropriate.

Mayor Keil introduced Jade Berube, City Engineer. Berube stated the improvements for Third Street Northwest and Sixth Avenue Northwest consisted of drainage improvements and street reconstruction with curb and gutter. Final cleanup of the project area will be complete this fall and next spring to verify turf establishment has met the requirements of the contract. The final bituminous wear course for the project will be constructed next spring. 

City Engineer Berube stated after the June public hearing regarding the improvements, the City Council reviewed the figures and approved a procedure for assessing a portion of the costs for the improvements to the benefitting abutting property owners. The improvements that would be assessed for the project included the street reconstruction with curb and gutter. Storm water related costs will be paid for by the City. Bids for the project came in above the original estimate. The majority of the costs associated with the higher bids were due to the increased costs for the drainage improvements. The following is a summary of the final assessment rates for the improvements:

	Street Improvements			$161.64 front footage
	Industrial Street Improvements	$173.78 front footage
	6” Concrete Driveway			$47.20 square yard

City Engineer Berube stated the improvements for Pinewood Circle consisted of a watermain extension and bituminous street construction. Final cleanup of the project area will be completed this fall and next spring to verify turf establishment has met the requirements of the contract.

City Engineer Berube stated after the July public hearing regarding the improvements, the City Council reviewed the figures and approved a procedure for assessing a portion of the costs for the improvements to the benefitting abutting property owners. The improvements that would be assessed for the project included watermain and street construction.  Due to favorable bids for the project, the assessment figures that were presented at the July hearing have been reduced. The following is a summary of the final assessment rates:

	Watermain				$3,300 each
	Street					$6,875 each

Mayor Keil opened the hearing for public comment. No one appeared for or against. City Manager Klemm stated Brad Helmeke submitted a letter objecting to the assessment. It was noted, Helmeke will have thirty days following the passage of the resolution adopting the assessment roll, to submit an objection letter to the District Court and the City Manager. City Manager Klemm recommended not changing the assessment role because the Assessment Policy was followed and the industrial users were charged for excess costs.

City Manager Klemm noted the assessments will be payable for fifteen years at an interest rate of four and one-quarter percent (4.25%). A short discussion ensued.

On a motion by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Mycke and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council approved the assessment roll for the 2009 NW Street Improvement Project and Resolution No. 2009 – 54 entitled “Resolution In The Matter Of Adopting The Assessment Roll For The 2009 NW Street Improvement Project (Third Street NW/Sixth Avenue NW And Pinewood Circle), Perham, Minnesota”. 

PUBLIC HEARING/ASSESSMENTS/CLEARWATER FIRST ADDITION
Mayor Kiel stated Council may wish to hear comments regarding assessments for the Clearwater First Addition Project. 

City Engineer Berube stated improvements within Clearwater Estates First Addition consisted of new watermain, sanitary sewer, storm sewer and bituminous street construction with curb and gutter. Due to wet weather, the bituminous pavement and other cleanup work for the project will be completed later this fall or in the spring of 2010. Following the March 9, 2009 public hearing regarding the improvements, the City Council reviewed the figures for the improvements and approved a procedure for assessing a portion of the costs for the improvements that would be assessed for the project. Due to favorable bids, the assessment figures that were presented in March have been reduced. The following is a summary of the final assessment rates:

		Sanitary Sewer			$47.22 front footage
		Sewer Service (4”)			$763.90 each
		Sewer Lift Station			$775.00 acre
		Watermain				$32.96 front footage
		Water Service (1”)			$1,012.75 each
		Street					$75.88 front footage

City Manager Klemm stated R.D. Offut and Harold Haverland’s assessment are deferred until the property is developed. Both parties have been in contact and agree with the deferment. Perham School District 549 is deferred for a couple of years until the property they purchased from the City is paid in full. It was noted, the assessments on City property are deferred until sold. No one appeared for or against and no other written or verbal comments were received prior to the public hearing. Discussion ensued.

On a motion by Council Member Mycke, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council approved the assessment roll for Clearwater Estates, First Addition and Resolution No. 2009 – 55 entitled “Resolution In The Matter Of Adopting The Assessment Roll For Clearwater Estates, First Addition, Perham, Minnesota”. 

CITIZENS CONCERNS
Mayor Keil recognized citizens who may have items for the Council. No one requested to address the Council.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Mayor Keil stated Council Members and Staff may add items to the Agenda which requires Council action. 

On a motion by Council Member Mycke, seconded by Council Member Johnson carried without a dissenting vote, the Agenda was approved as presented.

CONSENT AGENDA
Mayor Keil stated all items listed with an asterisk (*) will be enacted by one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council Member or citizen so requests, in which event, the item will be removed from the general order of business and considered separately in its normal sequence on the agenda. 

On a motion by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council approved the Consent Agenda as presented.



*APPROVAL OF MINUTES
On a motion by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council approved the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Council held on October 12, 2009. 

APPROVAL FOR PAYMENT OF CITY CLAIMS 
Mayor Keil stated Council may wish to approve City Claims. Finance Officer requested the Council consider payment of the following claims: Ottertail Aggregate in the amount of $106,532.86, R. L. Larson Excavating in the amount of $359,516.45 and Viking Gas in the amount of $48,604.07.

On a motion by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council approved City Claims in the amount of $1,841,938.50 for October 2009.

LODGING TAX ORDINANCE
Mayor Keil stated Council may wish to consider adopting an ordinance for a lodging tax. City Manager Klemm met with Chamber Representatives and lodging people to work out the details of the proposed ordinance. It was noted, all parties recommend approval of the ordinance. The Council will need to approve a Tourism Board which will include one Council Representative, two Lodging Representatives and two Chamber Representatives. 

City Manager Klemm stated the Ordinance would be effective January 1, 2010 and projected revenue is estimated at $30,000. A discussion ensued.

On a motion by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council approved Ordinance No. 292 entitled “An Ordinance Enacting A Lodging Tax In The City Of Perham”. 

*BARREL OF FUN EASEMENT
On a motion by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council approved an easement with Barrel Of Fun for re-locating water and sewer lines. 

*APPROVAL OF VARIOUS ASSESSMENTS
On a motion by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council authorized various assessments be forwarded to Otter Tail County and approved Resolution No. 2009 – 56 entitled “Resolution In The Matter Of Assessing Account Balances For Unpaid Rental Inspection Fees, City Of Perham”. 

*PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER
On a motion by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council approved Nick Murdock as a member of the Planning Commission. It was noted, Murdock would replace Sarah Hayden who has resigned. 
*ACCEPTANCE OF PERHAM LAKESIDE GOLF CLUB INCOME STATEMENT
On a motion by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council accepted the PLGC’s Income Statement for September 2009. 

*ACCEPTANCE OF PERHAM AREA COMMUNITY CENTER’S FINANCIAL REPORTS  
On a motion by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council accepted the PACC’s Financial Reports for September 2009. 

*ACCEPTANCE OF THE CITY’S FINANCIAL REPORTS 
On a motion by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council accepted the following reports: Cash Balance and Investment Summary, Budget Summary – Revenue and Expense, Enterprise Financials and Utility Aging Report. 

*FIRE DEPARTMENT/PROBATIONARY MEMBERS
On a motion by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council approved the following as probationary members of the Fire Department: Jonathon Loeffen, Melissa McCleary, Nathan Adams and Justin Richter.

*CALLLING FOR A PUBLIC HEARING/SMALL CITIES GRANT APPLICATION
On a motion by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council scheduled a public hearing for Monday, December 14th to hear comments regarding a Small Cities Grant Application and approved Resolution No. 2009 – 57 entitled “Resolution In The Matter Of Calling For A Public Hearing To Identify Existing Community Development Needs, City Of Perham, Minnesota”. 

*ACCEPTANCE OF THE BUILDING PERMIT REPORT 		
On a motion by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council accepted the Building Permit Report for October 2009. 

CITY ENGINEER MONTHLY UPDATE
City Engineer Berube updated the Council with the status of various projects.
Water Tower
City Engineer Berube stated the majority of work is completed. The lighting on the top of the tower is operational. Due to the wet weather, the paving will be completed in the spring. A slow leak was found on one of the welds to the outlet pipe so the water in the tower had to be drained. Discussion ensued regarding additional costs due to start-up problems.



Clearwater First Addition
The concrete work has been completed and the contractor has been working on the aggregate installation and getting the area ready to pave. Paving may be delayed until spring due to the wet soil.

Third Street Northwest/Sixth Avenue Northwest/Pinewood Circle
Ottertail Aggregate has completed the work for the fall along Third Street Northwest and Sixth Avenue Northwest. Paving of the base courses has been completed and the contractor will be cleaning up the surrounding area and retention ponds this fall. The final wear course will be constructed next spring. Ramps will be constructed with bituminous along the edges of the roadway along with the aggregate installation along Fourth Street Northwest. Touch up of the surrounding areas for turf establishment will be completed this fall on Pinewood Circle.

Eighth Avenue and King Street Lift Stations
City Engineer Berube stated he is obtaining numbers for the liquidated damages due to the delay in completion of these projects. A recommendation will be available for the December Council Meeting.

*SNOW REMOVAL AND ICE CONTROL POLICY
On a motion by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council adopted the Snow Removal and Ice Control Policy.

*PICK UP PURCHASE
On a motion by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council authorized the purchase of a Ford F-150 4WD with long box from Nelson Auto Center of Fergus Falls, Minnesota not to exceed $19,251.25.  

*ACCEPTANCE OF THE MONTHLY POLICE REPORT 		
 On a motion by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the Council accepted the Monthly Police Report for October 2009. 

INFORMATION AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
The City Offices will be closed on the following days: Wednesday, November 11/ Veteran’s Day, Thursday, November 26/Thanksgiving Day and Friday, November 27 
The next regular Council Meeting is scheduled for December 14 at 7 pm
A Budget Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 1 at 7 am


 	
ADJOURNMENT
On a motion by Council Member Johnson, seconded by Council Member Mattfeld and carried without a dissenting vote, the meeting was adjourned at 7:47 pm.

Respectfully submitted by,
Fern Nundahl
Administrative Assistant
